SWEET  BRIAR  COLLEGE 


3  2449  0510726  5 


SWEET  BRIAR  COLLEGE 


ARCHIVES 

ID 

7251 

.S92 

L43 

v.27,no.2 

Winter 

1993 


JRARY  GA 


Number  2 


Friends  of  the  Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library 
Richard  and  Clarissa  Rowland,  Editors 


Winter  1993 


Lawnence  oj:  Anaka  -  Sweei  3nian  RecmneK? 

Seven  Pillars  of  Wisdom,  written  by  T.E.  Lawrence,  the  gaps 
in  the  film  were  filled  and  a  more  personal  perspective  of 
Lawrence's  time  in  Arabia  emerged.  Yet  this  was  only  one 
aspect  of  his  life,  and  my  father  wanted  to  know  more. 
During  subsequent  readings  he  came  across  a  photograph  of 
Lawrence  taken  at  Bridlington  on  the  26th  of  February 
1935,  the  day  he  retired  from  the  Royal  Air  Force.  In  it 
Lawrence  shows  an  uncanny  resemblance  to  my  great- 
grandfather, who  was  also  named  Thomas  Edward.  So  now 
there  was  a  personal  affinity  which  made  Lawrence  of  special 
interest. 

In  1969,  while  we  were  on  holiday  in  the  south  of 
England,  we  took  our  first  visit  to  Clouds  Hill  in  Dorset. 
This  is  the  house  Lawrence  had  initially  rented,  then 
bought,  the  extensive  improvements  to  which  were  made 
possible  by  the  proceeds  from  his  translation  of  Homer's 
Odyssey.  On  that  day  an  elderly  lady  took  our  admission,  and 
conducted  a  guided  tour  of  the  house.  Even  though  I  was 
only  four  at  the  time,  I  can  remember  it  well;  the 
gramophone  in  the  Music  Room,  the  leather  divan  in  the 
Book  Room.  What  I  remember  particularly  though  is  the 
lovely  musty  smell  of  leather  and  old  books.  It  is  also 
possible,  though  by  no  means  certain,  that  the  lady  who 
took  our  admission  that  day  was  Mrs.  Knowles,  who  lived  in 
the  cottage  over  the  road,  and  had  been  friends  with 
Lawrence  during  the  time  he  had  been  at  Clouds  Hill.  After 
Lawrence's  death,  his  brother  A.W.  Lawrence  presented  the 
house  to  The  National  Trust  as  part  of  a  memorial  to  his 
brother. 

It  is  interesting  that  the  more  one  reads  and  learns  about 
Lawrence,  the  more  fascinating  he  becomes.  When,  in  1922 
he  enlisted  in  the  Air  Force,  he  took  the  name  of  Ross. 
Having  been  discharged  due  to  his  true  identity  being 
discovered,  he  enlisted  in  the  Tank  Corps  as  T.E.  Shaw.  He 
traveled  widely  as  a  boy  and  a  young  undergraduate,  visiting 
France,  Palestine,  Egypt  and  Greece,  as  well  as  the  many 
places  he  lived  during  the  early  years  of  his  life.  I  often  think 
that  it  can  be  the  smallest,  sometimes  most  tenuous  associa- 
tions that  can  carry  the  greatest  significance,  just  like  for 
example,  rhe  resemblance  in  the  Bridlington  photograph. 
For  many,  the  fact  that  Lawrence  was  born  in  Tremadoc  in 

T.E.  Laurrence  continued  on  page  2 


Sitting  at  home  in  England,  browsing  through  various 
college  catalogues,  trying  to  make  an  informed  decision  as  to 
which  scholarships  to  apply  for,  my  father  noticed  that 
Sweet  Briar  College  had  a  rare  book  collection.  To  be  more 
specific  the  Evelyn  Day  Mullen  T.E.  Lawrence  Collection. 
The  decision  had  been  made;  I  am  at  Sweet  Briar  (in  part) 
due  to  a  book  collection!  However,  the  paths  of  fate  and 
destiny  work  in  mysterious  ways,  and  I  believe  the  course  to 
bring  me  to  Sweet  Briar  began  some  thirty  years  ago  with 
the  rustle  of  popcorn  and  a  brilliant  red  sun. 

In  1965  my  parents  went  to  see  David  Lean's  epic  film 
Lawrence  oj  Arabia,  which  stars  Peter  OToole  in  the  title 
role,  along  with  an  impressive  supporting  cast  of  amongst 
others  Omar  Sharif,  Anthony  Quinn  and  Claude  Rains. 
There  is  one  particular  scene  in  this  film,  comprised  of  two 
interchanging  shots:  a  man  staggering,  helpless,  across  the 
Nefudh  Desert,  no  water,  no  shelter  and  no  camel  to  ride 
upon;  and  the  sun,  an  enormous,  oppressive  sun  which  fills 
the  screen.  At  this  point  I  think  I  must  have  had  my  first 
significant  communication  from  my  mother,  who  heavily 
pregnant  with  me,  began  to  feel  'the  effects  of  the  heat.' 

As  with  all  films  though,  one  is  never  quite  sure  of  its 
accuracy,  and  so  when  my  father  was  given  a  copy  of  the 
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North  Wales,  would 
be  insignificant,  but 
for  us  as  a  family  it 
has  greater  impor- 
tance, as  we  have 
many  ties,  both 
family  and  private 
interests  in  the  area. 
Even  before  my 
father  knew 
Lawrence  had  been 
born  there,  it  was  his 
favorite  place  to  be. 

It  is  the  diverse 
aspects  of  this  man 
which  seem  to 
continually  fuel  ones 
interest.  As  my  father 
says,  "  he  is  a  thor- 
oughly interesting 
chap  who  did  and  saw  so  much."  Amongst  his  many  friends 
he  could  count  Thomas  Hardy,  E.M.  Forster,  Winston 
Churchill  and  Sir  Hugh  Trenchard,  Air  Marshal  of  the 
Royal  Air  Force.  His  friendship  with  the  Astor  family  has 
led  to  much  speculation,  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
white  roses  placed  every  August  upon  his  grave,  to  mark  the 
anniversary  of  his  birthday.  Exactly  who  sends  the  flowers, 
and  from  where  they  are  sent  nobody  knows.  This  kind  of 
speculation,  and  the  fact  that  some  things  about  Lawrence 
remain  undiscovered  just  add  to  the  intrigue. 

Between  the  9th  December  1988  and  the  12th  March 
1989,  the  National  Portrait  Gallery,  London  held  an 
exhibition  about  T.E.  Lawrence.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
comprehensive  collections  of  information  and  artifacts  ever 
to  be  assembled,  with  Jeremy  Wilson,  an  authorized  biogra- 
pher of  Lawrence  acting  as  consultant.  Again  it  is  interesting 
that  Mr.  Wilson  runs  the  Castle  Hill  Press,  a  small  and  very 
specialized  printing  outlet  concerned  with  Lawrence  related 
material.  Lawrence  was  also  very  interested  in  printing,  the 
Castle  Hill  Press  being  very  much  in  a  similar  vein  to  his 
attempts  to  establish  his  own. 

In  December  1990  my  father  received  membership  in  the 
T.E.  Lawrence  Society,  creating  a  more  permanent  and 
committed  attachment  to  Lawrence  and  his  memory.  The 
organization  has  an  extensive  membership,  covering  many 
countries  including  America.  It  is  a  very  active  and  informa- 
tive society  providing  meetings,  visits  and  extensive  infor- 
mation on  matters  relating  to  Lawrence. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  express  what  it  is  I  find  interesting 
about  this  man,  who  many  people  revere.  Obviously  I  have 
been  influenced  by  my  father's  curiosity  and  interest,  but 
there  is  more.  As  Winston  Churchill  wrote  in  a  letter  dated 
4th  March  1954;  "It  is  the  measure  of  his  greatness  that  his 


Lawrence  at  Bridlington  on  February  26,  1935, 
the  day  he  reared  from  the  RAF. 


multiple  achievement  has  passed  beyond  opinion  into 
history."  It  is,  I  think  the  mix  of  historical  legend  with  the 
inevitable  dose  of  romanticism  (you  only  have  to  watch  the 
film  to  note  that)  which  appeals  to  many  people,  including 
myself.  To  realize  that  there  is  more,  is  the  important  and 
fascinating  thing.  As  B.H.  Liddell  Hart  wrote  '"Lawrence  of 
Arabia'  remains  a  vital  figure  in  the  history  of  our  times." 

As  I  feel  this  to  be  so,  the  library  and  students  at  Sweet 
Briar  are  very  fortunate  to  have  such  a  collection  of  books, 
amassed  for  them  through  the  generosity  of  the  principal 
donor,  Evelyn  Day  Mullen.  For  me,  the  library  has  been  an 
invaluable  support  to  my  chosen  studies  at  Sweet  Briar,  in 
courses  which  are  not  available  to  me  in  England  in  such  a 
multiple  disciplinary  format.  As  T.E.  Lawrence  aspired  with 
his  writings,  I  too  aspire,  through  education,  diversity  of 
opinion  and  emphasis  of  perspectives,  all  of  which  are 
present  at  Sweet  Briar. 

Reference  to  B.H.  Liddell  Hart,  is  from  The  National  Trust  publication, 
Clouds  Hill.  1965,  page  3. 

Winston  Churchill's  letter  appears  on  page  xii  m  The  Home  Letters  of 
T.E.  Lawrence  and  his  Brothers.  Basil  Blackwell.  Oxford  1954. 

-Andrea J.  Buck 


Andrea  at  Cloiuk  Hill;  (I)  August  '69  and  (r)  August  '86 


?Residenr  Hills  RepoRT  on  the  College 


"We  have  569  students,  from  40  different  states,  includ- 
ing one  girl  from  Alaska.  Students  have  also  come  from 
interesting  countries  abroad;  Ethiopia,  Croatia,  Russia,  so  we 
feel  very  plugged  in  to  international  news  these  days.  A 
number  of  students  from  Asia,  including  Japan  and  China 
are  with  us  this  year,  and  we  have  our  usual  compliment  of 
exchange  students  from  France,  England,  Germany  and 
Spain.  All  these  foreign  students  enrich  our  community  a 
great  deal. 

This  year  has  been  an  exciting  year,  partly  because  we  are 
dedicating  a  number  of  buildings.  Two  weeks  ago  we 
dedicated  the  Guion  Science  Center  addition,  the  Samuel  E. 
Upchurch  Wing.  We  are  very  happy  to  have  that  completed 
for  our  students.  Here  is  a  statistic  that  will  tell  you  some- 
thing about  the  kind  of  students  who  are  coming  to  us  now. 
Every  year,  when  students  enter  as  freshman,  we  ask  them  to 
say  what  their  intended  major  is  and  to  list  several  choices 
in  priority  order.  In  last  year's  entering  class,  65%  of  them 
said  that  they  were  interested  in  either  one  of  the  sciences  or 
mathematics  as  their  first  or  second  choice.  This  year  the 
percentage  went  up  to  70%.  I  think  that  may  be  a  shift  in 
the  way  students  are  thinking  about  themselves  and  their 
skills  from  earlier  years. 

They  still  choose  to  come  here  to  a  liberal  arts  college 
and  we  want  them  to  be  broadly  educated,  which  is  one 
reason  why  the  library  remains  very  important.  Certainly  the 
library  that  the  science  department  has  is  well  used  in 
teaching  and  in  faculty  members'  own  research.  This  change 
tells  us  that  there,  is  a  shift  in  what  students  are  thinking 
that  they  might  do.  I  am  very  happy  that  the  wing  is 
completed,  because  a  lot  of  students  want  to  make  use  of 
that  facility.  We  also,  thanks  to  the  good  efforts  of  Ann 
Reams  and  a  few  others,  managed  to  find  a  donor  who  was 
interested  in  redoing  the  Boxwood  Inn,  now  the  Alumnae 
House,  and  dedicated  that  two  weeks  ago  as  well.  It  is  very 
nice  to  see  such  projects  coming  to  completion. 

The  faculty  is  indeed  doing  new  and  interesting  things. 
The  Honors  Program  is  going  ahead  full  force  with  Mike 
Richards  of  the  History  Department  in  charge.  Various  kinds 
of  symposia  are  sponsored  and  the  classes  offered  have  many 
students  doing  independent  work  here  in  the  library,  in 
order  to  get  honors  credit.  Most  exciting  for  us,  I  suppose,  at 
least  as  far  as  you  might  be  concerned,  is  an  ad  hoc  group 
that  has  been  organized  to  talk  about  the  future  needs  of  the 
library.  This  committee  is  composed  of  4  administrators,  4 
elected  faculty  members,  2  students,  and  4  trustees  who  are 
looking  at  the  present  condition  of  the  library  and  trying  to 
develop  a  library  program  for  the  future,  an  overview  of  what 
the  needs  of  the  library  are.  That  group  reports  regularly  to 
the  Board  of  Directors  and,  as  it  progresses,  we  assume  we 
will  find  out  what  it  is  we  need  and  can  afford.  We  will  then 
move  forward  to  try  to  bring  that  dream  to  completion.  It  is 
going  to  be  an  open  process  here  on  campus  and  we  are 


currently  working  on  ways  in  which  you  will  all  be  kept 
informed.  We  certainly  have  some  technical  assistance  in 
this  matter.  The  library  staff  here  have  been  very  active  in 
putting  their  heads  together  about  what  they  see  as  the 
needs  of  the  library  and  we  want  to  make  sure  that  the  users, 
the  faculty,  the  students  have  their  sense  of  this  being  a 
community  project  as  well.  When  that  comes  to  some  sense 
of  completion  or  order  we  will  let  you  know  the  results.  We 
are  dreaming  of  something  that  we  hope  will  be  in  place 
within  the  next  ten  years." 

Responding  to  questions  from  the  group,  President  Hill 
was  asked  the  percentage  of  private  vs.  public  schools 
attended  by  Sweet  Briar  students.  She  stated  the  student 
body  comes  from  70%  public  and  30%  private  schools,  again 
a  shift  from  what  many  alumnae  had  known.  She  stressed 
qualified  students  are  admitted  regardless  of  where  they  went 
to  school — private,  public  or  large  inner  city  schools.  SAT 
scores  are  running  around  1010,  comparable  to  where  they 
have  been  for  the  last  two  years.  Forty-six  percent  of  new 
students  receive  some  kind  of  need  based  aid.  She  noted, 
"Our  total  comprehensive  fee  is  $19,650.  The  average 
package  of  financial  aid  is  about  $10,000,  but,  of  that 
amount,  only  a  small  percentage  of  it  is  Sweet  Briar  money. 
Much  of  it  comes  in  through  government  grants  and 
scholarships  from  the  outside.  We  all  know  that  Sweet  Briar 
is  in  the  final  stages  of  a  fund-raising  campaign  for  the 
college  and  this  final  year  will  be  have  two  emphases: 
continued  giving  to  the  annual  fund  of  the  college,  and 
building  the  scholarship  endowments.  We  are  looking  for 
7.1  million  dollars  for  scholarship  aid.  Our  financial  aid  is 
competitive,  as  is  shown  when  students  get  surveyed  by  the 
Student  Access  Guide  to  the  Best  Colleges,  which  has  been 
published  now  for  two  years  in  a  row  by  the  Princeton  Review. 
In  both  years  we  have  been  in  the  top  20  colleges  cited  for 
students'  satisfaction  with  their  financial  aid.  This  is 
important  because  this  review  looks  at  286  colleges  and 
universities  nationwide." 

liknany  Sra/r/r  Changes 

The  staff  at  Sweet  Briar  changed  dramatically  over  the 
summer.  With  the  retirements  of  Misses  Helen  and  Mildred 
Edgemon  and  the  departure  of  Ms.  Kathleen  Lance,  we  faced 
the  difficult  task  of  finding  the  highly  qualified  people 
needed  to  fill  these  positions. 

In  anticipation  of  Mildred  Edgemon's  departure,  Ms. 
Betty  Evans  had  been  training  over  the  past  two  years  to 
move  from  the  position  of  Branch  Library  Assistant  into 
Mildred's  job  of  Cataloging  Supervisor.  Betty's  experience  at 
Sweet  Briar  and  her  extensive  training  from  both  Mildred 
and  Mrs.  Patricia  Wright,  Associate  Director  and  Head  of 
Technical  Services,  have  enabled  her  to  take  up  her 
demanding  new  position  with  confidence. 

Staff  changes  continued  on  page  5 


Minnies 

1 993  Fall  Ymenbs  of  The  LikRaKy  Meenng 


The  Fall  Meeting  of  the  Friends 
of  the  Library  was  convened  by  tlte 
Chairman,  Peggy  Wyllie  '45,  in  die 
,     Browsing  Room  of  the  Library  on 

jit       ^SlB^    Fndlly  ■  October  ' 5 ■  (993  M  4 :0°  P7" 
Those  present  were:  Catherine  Booker 
'47,  Diane  Davidson,  Laura  Goley  '67, 
Barbara  Hill,  ]ohn)affe,  Lisajohnston,  ]oyce 
Kramar,  Nancy  Leavell  'i4,  Liz  Linton,  Cheryl 
Mares,  Denise  McDonald,  Evelyn  Mullen  '31 ,  jane 
Nelson  '66,  Nancy  Rasenberger  '51 ,  Ann  Reams  '42,  Anne 
Richards  '84,  Margaret  Ann  Rogers  '56,  Pat  Wright,  Peggy 
Wyllie  '45. 

The  minutes  of  the  Spring  Meeting  were  approved  as 
submitted. 

President  Hill  reported  on  various  college  matters  of 
interest  to  the  Friends.  [Her  remarks  are  printed  separately] 

Mr.  Jaffe  introduced  Andrea  Buck,  an  exchange  student 
from  England  who  was  invited  to  the  meeting  because  she  is 
writing  an  article  for  the  forthcoming  Friends  of  the  Library 
Gazette.  [Andrea's  article  appears  on  page  1] 

Mr.  Jaffe  conveyed  greetings  from  Julia  de  Coligny,  Grace 
Mary  Gary  Oates  and  several  other  members  who  were 
unable  to  attend. 

Mr.  Jaffe  presented  the  Membership  Report  for  Elizabeth 
Wood  who  was  unable  to  attend.  Membership  for  1992-93 
was  147  members  for  a  total  of  $15,337.  While  the  number 
of  members  had  dropped,  contributions  in  support  of  the 
Friends  increased.  The  reason  for  the  drop  in  numbers  is  that 
in  the  spring  we  elected  not  to  do  a  follow-up  to  our  annual 
solicitation  letters.  At  this  time  last  year  we  had  19  members 
for  a  total  of  $1,572,  and  this  year  we  have  80  members  for  a 
total  of  $3,950.  So  we  are  starting  the  93-94  fiscal  year  much 
better.  With  assistance  and  consultation  from  the  Develop- 
ment Department  we  mailed  out  "renewal  notices"  instead 
of  the  traditional  solicitation  letter.  Two  distinct  groups 
were  contacted:  (1)  those  who  had  been  members  in  the 
past  year,  but  had  not  yet  renewed  their  membership  and  (2) 
those  who  had  been  members  in  the  last  5  years  but  who 
were  no  longer  members.  Our  response  to  this  mailing  has 
been  very  good.  We  plan  to  send  a  solicitation  letter  to  new 
prospective  members  in  the  Spring  and  a  special  letter  to  life 
members  and  a  special  letter  to  faculty. 

Peggy  Wyllie  mentioned  that  the  Friends  of  the  Library 
might  wish  to  consider  dropping  the  Life  Membership 
category.  The  contribution  for  a  Life  Membership  has 
remained  the  same  since  the  Friends  were  founded:  $3,000 
given  over  a  period  of  six  years.  Another  option  might  be  to 
raise  the  life  membership  to  $5,000.  Denise  McDonald  from 


the  Development  Office  agreed  that  the  Friends  should 
consider  these  options.  Friends  of  Art  plan  to  drop  their  life 
memberships.  Mr.  Jaffe  suggested  that  Ms.  McDonald  gather 
some  statistics  on  life  memberships  and  he  will  notify  Ms. 
Wood  and  set  up  a  meeting  with  the  membership  committee 
to  discuss  this.  They  will  then  make  a  formal  recommenda- 
tion on  this  issue  at  the  spring  meeting.  A  motion  was  made 
and  approved  to  investigate  possible  alternatives  to  life 
memberships.  The  Membership  Report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Jaffe  gave  the  Treasurer's  Report  for  Mr.  Hostetler 
who  was  unable  to  attend.  Mr.  Jaffe  noted  that  the  changes 
we  had  made  to  distribution  of  endowment  income  show  up 
on  this  statement.  Endowment  income  yielded  $2,901  last 
year.  We  voted  to  take  $2,000  of  that  income  yearly  to  offset 
the  operating  budget.  The  next  thousand  of  endowment 
income  would  go  to  increasing  endowment  and  if  yield 
comes  to  more  than  $3,000  that  portion  would  be  allocated 
to  general  library  funds. 

Revenue  available  this  year  was  $31,032.  Expenditures 
for  the  last  fiscal  year  were  $5,361  which  left  us  with 
$25,671  revenue  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.  Operating 
expenses  for  1993-94  plus  commitment  to  book  purchases 
total  $13,195  leaving  $12,476  for  book  purchases  this  year. 
Last  year  we  had  only  $7,000  to  spend  on  books.  The 
proposed  budget  this  year  is  $5,350,  the  same  as  last  year. 
The  Council  approved  the  budget. 

Cheryl  Mares  gave  the  Needs  Committee  Report.  She 
requested  that  the  Friends  of  the  Library  accept  the 
committee's  list  of  purchases,  which  came  to  $5,833.47.  The 
Council  approved  purchase  of  these  items. 

Mr.  Jaffe  gave  the  Publications  Committee  Report.  The 
Rowlands  send  their  regrets.  They  are  out  of  town.  Plans  are 
under  way  for  the  next  issue  of  the  Gazette,  including 
Andrea  Buck's  article  on  T.E.  Lawrence.  The  Rowlands  will 
be  most  happy  to  receive  any  suggestions  for  future  Gazette 
articles  and  speakets. 

The  Spring  Meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the  Library  will  be 
held  on  April  29.  Susan  Otis  Thompson  '52  has  been  asked 
to  speak  and  we  ate  awaiting  her  response.  An  alumna,  she 
is  a  noted  authority  on  the  history  of  fine  printing,  former 
editor  of  the  journal  Printing  History,  and  Professor  on  the 
faculty  of  the  Columbia  School  of  Library  and  Information 
Science. 

Diane  Davidson  gave  the  Nominating  Committee 
Report.  The  Nominating  Committee  met  earlier  today  and 
will  be  making  calls  to  replace  those  outgoing  members 
whose  third  term  has  expired.  Five  Council  openings  need 
filling,  two  faculty  and  three  othets.  The  Nominating 

Minutes  continued  on  page  5 
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Committee  will  let  us  know  who  has  accepted  these  posi- 
tions on  the  Council  at  the  Spring  Meeting. 

Mr.  Jaffe  gave  a  brief  report  on  the  library.  The  Library 
Planning  Task  Force  has  been  actively  working.  It  has 
visited  a  number  of  other  libraries  to  get  ideas  to  incorporate 
into  the  study.  It  has  made  a  tentative  list  of  major  items  to 
be  considered  in  plans  for  the  future  library's  needs.  Mr.  Jaffe 
mentioned  that  a  number  of  staff  changes  had  taken  place  in 
the  library.  The  Edgemons  have  retired  after  a  combined  105 
years  of  service.  This  event  was  reported  in  the  national 
library  press  and  several  fine  recognition  events  on  campus 
paid  tribute  to  their  excellent  service  to  the  college  and  its 
libraries.  Mr.  Jaffe  detailed  the  new  staff  changes  and 
introduced  new  staff  to  the  Friends. 

Mr.  Jaffe  reported  he  had  delivered  the  library  keynote 
speech  Technology  as  a  change  agent  in  libraries;  machines  and 
people  moving  information  at  a  Pre-Conference  entitled 
Leadership  and  Technological  Change:  A  Call  to  Action 
Now!  held  before  the  American  Library  Association  Annual 
Meeting  in  New  Orleans  this  summer.  He  was  chair  of  the 
program  committee  for  the  Association  of  College  and 
Research  Libraries  College  Library  Section,  presenting  a 
session  on  Leadership  &  Innovation:  What  College  Libraries 
have  to  Offer.  In  addition,  a  chapter  he  co-authored  with  Ms. 
Marjorie  Freeman  of  Lynchburg  College  appeared  in  the 
book  Insider's  Guide  to  Library  Automation/  edited  by  John 
W.  Head  and  Gerard  B.  McCabe,  published  by  Greenwood 
Press. 

Lisa  Johnston  gave  a  brief  summary  of  her  duties  as  Head 
of  Public  Services.  She  observed  that  statistics  for  the  early 
part  of  the  year  show  use  of  the  library  is  up  and  students 
seem  to  grasp  and  enjoy  all  of  the  electronic  databases  that 
we  have  in  the  library.  She  brought  to  our  attention  two 
new  flags  that  fly  in  front  of  the  library,  the  display  of  new 
books  by  the  circulation  desk  and  the  rack  on  which  new 
videos  are  displayed.  She  invited  the  Friends  to  attend  the 
movie  Howards  End  being  shown  on  campus  this  evening. 

There  being  no  further,  business  the  meeting  was 
adjourned. 


Siaff  changes  cominued  fKom  page  3 


Mdl^nn  (liz)  Linton 


Alicia  Grant 


With  Betty's  promotion,  an  extensive  regional  search  for 
her  successor  was  begun.  Ms.  Caressa  Thaxton  was  hired  in 
August  as  Art  and  Music  Library  Assistant.  A  graduate  of 
Lynchburg  College,  her  experience  at  Lynchburg  College's 
Library  and  extensive  personnel  management  background 
will  serve  her  well  as  she  manages  the  large  number  of 
student  assistants  employed  in  the  branch  libraries. 

Kathleen  Lance's  move  to  Regis  University  meant 
finding  a  new  Head  of  Public  Services.  A  nationwide  search 
was  conducted  and  a  committee  comprised  of  faculty, 
students  and  librarians  constituted.  Nearly  a  hundred 
complete  applications  were  reviewed  and  several  candidates 
invited  to  campus.  Candidates  were  interviewed  for  a  full 
day  and  delivered  an  instructional  presentations.  Ms.  Lisa 
Johnston,  who  has  been  Bibliographic  Instruction  and 
Reference  Librarian  here  since  coming  from  Yale  several 
years  ago,  was  the  successful  candidate. 

Concurrent  with  the  Public  Services  search,  a  search  was 
done  for  a  professional  librarian  to  take  the  position  left 
vacant  by  Helen  Edgemon's  retirement.  Ms.  Malynn  (Liz) 
Linton  was  offered  the  position  of  Serials  Librarian  and 
began  working  on  August  15.  Liz  received  her  B.A.  in 
English  from  East  Carolina  University  and  her  M.L.S.  from 
the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Greensboro.  She  has 
extensive  experience  with  serials  work  in  college  libraries 
and  was  Serials/Circulation  Librarian  at  Elon  College  for  the 
last  five  years.  She  also  brings  to  the  library,  together  with 
her  husband  Tom  Solomon,  wonderfully  spicy  Thai  cuisine. 

Since  Lisa  Johnston  was  promoted  to  the  Head  of  Public 
Services  Position,  another  search  was  conducted  to  find  a 
Bibliographic  Instruction/Reference  librarian.  Following 
extensive  interviews  and  candidate  review,  Ms.  Alicia  Grant 
joined  the  staff.  Alicia  received  her  B.S.  with  Honors  in 
Psychology  from  the  University  of  Alabama  at  Birmingham, 
pursued  graduate  study  in  psychology  at  the  University  of 
Georgia  and  then  went  on  to  obtain  the  M.L.S.  from  the 
University  of  Alabama.  She  served  as  Minority  Resident 
Librarian  at  Miami  University  and  as  Assistant  Librarian  at 
the  University  of  Houston's  M.D.  Anderson  Library  before 
taking  up  our  offer.  She  will  begin  her  position  on  October 
25,  1993.  She  brings  to  Sweet  Briar  excellent  experience,  a 
wonderful  personality,  and  much  needed  expertise  in  the 
scientific  disciplines. 


Recem  Acquisitions  Thnough  Gifis  of  rhe  Fmends 


The  Friends  of  the  Library 
Council,  at  its  meeting  of  1 5 
October  1 993 ,  approved  the 
purchase  of  82  titles  in  141 
volumes  at  a  total  of  $5 ,834 
from  the  list  of  requests 
submitted  by  the  faculty  and 
approved  by  the  Needs 
Committee  of  the  Friends . 
Selected  titles  from  the  approved 
purchases  are  listed  and 
annotated  below. 

ANTHROPOLOGY 
DEPARTMENT 

The  Annual  Review  of  Anthro- 
pology (back  reviews  from  1972- 
1992.  Palo  Alto,  Annual  Re- 
views Inc/1993. 

The  Annual  Reviews  provide  extensive 
reviews  of  the  literature  of  various  top- 
ics of  anthropological  interest  each  year 
(in  all  of  anthropology's  tour  suhdisci- 
plines):  articles  may  provide  extensive 
bibliographies  on  topics  such  as  food, 
ritual,  urban  anthropology,  archaeol- 
ogy of  art,  exchange  systems  in 
Melanesia,  postmodern  writing  in  an- 
thropology, or  regional  literature  (such 
as  current  problems  in  European  stud- 
ies). 

ART  HISTORY 
DEPARTMENT 

Wright,  David  (David  Hemdon) 
The  Vatican  Vergil:  A  Master- 
piece of  Late  Antique  Art.  Berke- 
ley, University  of  California  Press/ 
1992. 

David  H.  Wright  introduces  this  mas- 
terpiece of  late  antique  art  and  shows 
why  it  is  such  an  impressive  example  of 
the  new  form  of  book,  the  codex,  that 
replaced  the  traditional  papyrus  roll 
and  permitted  more  elaborate  illustra- 
tions. Here  are  thirty-two  of  the  most 
interesting  illustrations  from  the 
Vatican  Vergil,  reprinted  in  full  color 
from  the  1980  facsimile  published  in 
Graz,  Austria,  in  collaboration  with 
the  Vatican  Library. 

Rewald,  John 

Seurat.  New  York,  Abrams/ 
1990. 

This  beautifully  produced  biographical 
study  of  Seurat  is  a  slightly  updated 
reprint  of  the  author's  1943  translation 
of  the  original  (which  did  not  appear  in 
French  until  1948).  The  color  plates 
are  excellent  and  the  bibliography  thor- 
ough for  early  criticism. 


Morley,  John 

Regency  Design,  1790-1840: 
gardens,  buildings,  interiors,  furni- 
ture. New  York,  Ahrams/1993. 

In  this  superb  survey,  Morley  presents 
and  describes  the  style  and  its  major 
manifestations  —  garden  design,  archi- 
tecture, interior  design,  and  furniture. 
An  excellent,  wide-ranging  introduc- 
tion is  followed  by  sectionsdedicated  to 
each  of  these. 

BIOLOGY 
DEPARTMENT 

The  Secret  ofLife-videorecordings 
(860  minute  programs).  PBS/ 
1993. 

The  Secret  of  Life,  a  new  introductory 
biology  telecourse  for  non-majors,  re- 
veals how  scientists' ability  to  decipher 
and  manipulate  human  genes  will  trans- 
form medicine,  and  perhaps  the  human 
race.  Using  three-dimensional  anima- 
tion and  special  photographic  tech- 
niques, the  series  reveals  an  unseen 
world  and  showcases  how  DNA,  base 
pairs,  genes,  proteins,  promoters,  and 
receptors  work. 

Deutscher,  Murray  P. 

Guide  to  Protein  Purification. 
San  Diego,  Academic  Press/ 1993. 
Packed  within  this  volume  is  much  of 
the  accumulated  practical  wisdom  of  a 
century  of  biochemistry.  The  informa- 
tion is  generous  in  detail  and  accompa- 
nied by  sage  advice  from  sixty-nine 
contributors  who  share  the  lessons  of 
their  wide  experience. 

CLASSICAL  STUDIES 
DEPARTMENT 

Claike,  John  R. 

The  House  of  Roman  Italy,  100 
B.C.  -  A.D.  250:  Ritual, Space,  and 
Decoration.  Berkeley,  University 
of  CA  Press/ 1991. 
Clatk  has  putsued  a  holistic  approach 
to  Roman  interior  decorarion,  concen- 
trating on  250  well-preserved  houses  at 
Pompeii,  Herculaneum  and  Ostia. 

ENGLISH 
DEPARTMENT 

The  following  volumes  survey  critical 
material  and  brings  together  essays  thai 
apply  a  vat  lety  of  perspectives  to  teach- 
ing and  studying  the  text.  Upper-level 
undergraduate  students,  graduate  stu- 
dents and  teachets  in  all  humanities 
disciplines  will  find  these  volumes  par- 
ticularly helpful  in  understanding  and 
teaching  the  works,  authors,  ami  genres 
discussed. 


Approaches  to  Teaching  the 
Arthutian  Tradition;  edited  by 
Maureen  Fries  and  Jeanie  Watson. 
New  York,  Modem  Language  As- 
sociation of  America./1992. 

Approaches  to  Teaching 
Austen's  Pride  and  Prejudice;  edited 
hy  Matcia  McClintock  Folsom. 
New  York,  Modem  Language  As- 
sociation of  America/1993. 

Approaches  to  Teaching 
Bronte'sjane  Eyre;  edited  by  Diane 
Long  Hoe veler  and  Beth  Lau.  New 
York,  Modem  Language  Associa- 
rion  of  America/1993. 

Approaches  to  Teaching  Keats 's 
Poetry;  edited  by  Walter  H.  Evert 
and  Jack  W.  Rhodes.  New  York, 
Modem  Language  Association  of 
America/1991. 

Approaches  to  Teaching 
Lessing's  The  Golden  Notebook;  ed- 
ited by  Carey  Kaplan  &  Ellen 
Cronan  Rose.  New  York,  Modem 
Language  Association  of  America/ 
1989. 

Approaches  to  Teaching 
Melville's  Moby  Dick;  edited  by 
Martin  Bickman.  New  York,  Mod- 
ern Language  Association  of 
America/1985. 

Approaches  to  Teaching 
Shakespeare's  The  Tempest  and 
Othet  Late  Romances;  edited  by 
Maurice  Hunt.  New  York,  Modem 
Language  Associarion  of  America/ 
1992. 

Staging  the  Renaissance:  Rein- 
rerprerations  of  Elizabethan  and 
Jacobean  Drama;  edited  by  David 
Scott  Kastanand  Peter  Stallybrass. 
New  York,  Routledge/1991. 
The  essays  in  Staging  the  Renaissance 
analyze  the  dynamic  process  within  Re- 
naissance drama  when  texts  stage  radi- 
cal collaborations  between  playwright, 
actor,  stage,  audience,  and  the  pres- 
sures ot  social,  economic  and  political 
environment. 

Catlson,  David  Richard 

English  Humanist  Books:  Writ- 
ers  and  Parrons,  Manuscript  and 
Print,  1475-1525.  Toronto;  Uni- 
versity of  Toronto  Press/1993. 
The  author  has  used  surviving  manu- 
scripts and  printed  books  as  his  matet ial 
for  a  discussion  of  the  development  ot 
humanist  print  cultute  in  England.  He 
links  it  to  the  ttaditions  of  English 
patronage  and  court  life,  and  includes 


analysis  of  other  sources  of  literary  ac- 
tivity in  the  new  learning,  as  for  in- 
stance, at  the  universities. 

Ezell,  Margaret  J. M. 

Writing  Women's  Literary  His- 
tory. Baltimore,  Johns  Hopkins 
University  Press./1993. 

Using  a  feminist  histoncist  approach, 
Ezell  examines  cnt  ical  studies  published 
between  1660  and  1990  to  uncover  the 
critical  assumptions  behind  the  presen- 
tation of  women's  writing,  especially 
the  methods  by  which  women's  writ- 
ings were  categot ized  and  otganized  in 
literary  histoties.  This  vital  and  theo- 
retically sound  study  iscef  tainly  among 
the  most  important  of  tecent  contnbu- 
tions  to  women's  literary  history. 

Beafy,  Frederick  L. 

The  Ironic  World  of  Evelyn 
Waugh:  A  Study  of  Eight  Novels. 
DeKalb;  Not  them  Illinois  Univer- 
sity Ptess/1992. 

Beaty  calls  attention  to  a  vast  numbet 
of  itonic  details,  implications,  and  in- 
nuendos  that  have  not  previously  been 
observed.  He  demonstrates  that  irony 
not  only  gives  Waugh's  work  added 
dimension,  but  also  is  more  in  tune 
with  our  contemporary  society,  which 
finds  "irony's  indirect  approach  more 
persuasive  than  satire's  frontal  attack." 

Berry,  Ellen  E. 

Curved  Thought  and  Textual 
Wandering:  Gettrude  Stein's 
Postmodernism.  Ann  Arbor,  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  Press/1992. 
Gertrude  Stein's  writings  have  nevet 
fallen  neatly  into  the  modernist  tradi- 
tion. When  they  ate  tead  as  definitions 
of  the  postmodern,  howevet ,  the  genius 
of  Stein's  wotks  is  coniitmed  and  her 
art  istic  achievement  seems  astoundingly 
vital  and  compelling.  Berry  provides 
just  such  a  reading  in  the  volume  under 
review. 

Gezari,  Janet 

Charlotte  Bronte  and  Defen- 
sive Conduct:  The  Author  and  the 
Body  at  Risk.  Philadelphia;  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  Press/1992. 
This  elegantly  written  critical  study 
seeks  to  reassess  Charlotte  Btonte's 
achievement  by  examining  het  repre- 
sentation of  "the  body  —  its  otgans, 
senses,  and  appendages  —  as  the  site  of 
social  conflict  and  constraint."  Gerzari 
believes  that  Btonte's  "concern  with 
self-defense  and  self-vindication"  and 
het  "representation  of  the  body  as  the 
site  of  emotional,  psychological,  and 
social  struggle  —  are  intetdependent." 
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Sir  Gawain  and  the  Green  Knight: 
sources  and  analogues;  compiled 
by  Elizabeth  Brewer.  Rochester, 
Brewer/1992. 

This  useful  book  is  an  expanded  second 
edition  of  a  work  published  in  1973 
under  the  title  From  Cuchulainn  to 
Gawain,  Both  editions  contain  analo- 
gies and  possible  sources  for  the  be- 
headinggame  and  the  temptation  theme 
as  well  as  three  later  versions  of  the 
poem's  plot. 

GERMAN 
DEPARTMENT 

Rilke,  Rainer  Maria 

Leben,  Werk  und  Zeit  inTexten 
und  Bildem.  Auslieferung.  Frank- 
furt am  Main,  Insel  Verlag/1992. 
Rilke  is  one  of  the  most  important  poets 
of  the  early  20th  cenrury.  This  book  is 
a  very  good  source  of  background  infor- 
mation on  his  life  and  works. 

Lervz,  Jakob  Michael  Reinhold 

Gesammelte  Schrtften.  5  vol- 
umes. Miinchen,  W.  Fink/1967- 
Lenz  was  one  of  the  most  important 
Storm  and  Stress  writers  and  a  friend  of 
Goethe  in  StraBburg  in  the  early  1770s 
This  reprint  gives  us  the  opportunity  to 
finally  acquire  a  comprehensive  collec- 
tion of  his  work. 

ITALIAN 
DEPARTMENT 

Enciclopedia  Dantesca.  Roma, 
IstitvtodellaEnciclopediaitaliana/ 
1970-. 

This  work  is  the  leading  single  major 
source  considered  essential  to  advanced 
study  of  Dante.  The  departmental  re- 
quest for  this  title  noted  that  no  institu- 
tion wishing  to  offer  students  a  chance 
to  do  advanced  work  on  Dante  should 
lack  the  title.  Its  acquisition  will  fill  a 
major  gap  in  the  resources  Sweet  Briar 
can  offer  on  Italian  literature. 

HISTORY 
DEPARTMENT 


Cecil-Fronsman,  Bill 

Common  Whites:  Class  and 
Culture  in  Antebellum  North 
Carolina.  Lexington,  KY,  Univer- 
sity Press  of  KY/1992. 
Although  long  the  subject  of  historical 
curiosity,  the  "plain  folk"  of  the  South 
have  rarely  received  appropriate  schol- 
arly study.  Frank  Owsley  and  others 
called  attention  to  these  individuals  in 
their  work  of  the  1930s,  but  did  so  more 
with  the  purpose  of  reminding  readers 


that  there  were  many  non  slave  holders 
in  the  antebellum  South.  Cecil- 
Fronsman  has  used  anthropological  in- 
sight into  community  to  help  readers 
understand  the  "common  whites." 

Flamming,  Douglas 

Creating  the  Modem  South: 
Millhands  and  Managers  in  Dalton, 
Georgia,  1884-1984.  Chapel  Hill; 
University  ofNorthCarolinaPress/ 
1992. 

A  rhoughtful,  widely  researched  his- 
tory of  the  Crown  Cotton  Mill  in 
Dalton,  Georgia,  ranging  from  the 
company's  founding  in  1884  to  its  de- 
mise in  the  1960s.  Fusing  business  his- 
tory and  labor  history,  the  book  de- 
scribes Crown's  managers  but  is  par- 
ticularly valuable  for  its  sensitive  por- 
trayal of  the  mill  operatives.  Flamming 
explores  the  history  of  cotton-mill  vil- 
lages in  terms  of  conflict,  compromise, 
and  collaboration. 


Dawson,  Sarah  Morgan 

The  Civil  War  Diary  of  Sarah 
Morgan.  Edited  by  Charles  East. 
Athens,  University  of  GA  Press/ 
1991. 

Charles  East  has  published  the  diary's 
full  text  for  the  first  time.  Accompany- 
ing the  new  text  (double  the  length  of 
the  old)  are  new  notes  and  a  25  page 
essay  commenting  on  the  Morgan  fam- 
ily and  on  the  diary's  significance.  The 
diary  has  long  been  recognized  as  an 
excellent  account  of  refugee  life  during 
the  war. 

Tillson,  Albert  H. 

Gentry  and  Common  Folk:  Po- 
litical Culture  on  a  Virginia  Fron- 
tier, 1740-1789.  Lexington,  Uni- 
versity Press  of  KY/ 1991. 
Tillson  has  written  a  superb,  thoroughly 
researched,  readable  study  of  political 
development  on  the  Appalachian  fron- 
tier of  the  Revolutionary  petiod.  He 
traces  the  era  of  the  deferential  culture, 
copied  from  that  of  theTidewater,  from 
its  early  stages  through  the  troubled 
rime  of  the  Revolution  and  into  the  era 
of  the  New  Republic. 


McElveen,  A.J. 

Broke  by  the  War:  Letters  of  a 
Slave  Trader.  Edited  by  Edmund  L. 
Drago.  Columbia,  University  of 
South  Carolina  Press/1991. 
Drago,  a  historian  who  has  written  ex- 
tensively on  slavery  and  the  Old  South, 
has  meticulously  edited  this  collection 
of  652  lettets  that  illustrate  the  slave 
trade  in  South  Carolina  in  the  decade 
preceding  the  Civil  War.  Scholars  and 
students  alike  will  find  great  value  in 
this  correspondence  from  country  slave 
trader  A.J.  McElveen  to  his  wealthy 
Chatleston  employer  Z.B.  Oakes. 

The  Slaves'  Economy:  Indepen- 
dent Production  by  Slaves  in  the 
Americas.  Edited  by  Ira  Berlin  and 
Philip  D.  Morgan.  Portland,  Frank 
Cass/1991. 

Many  scholars  over  the  past  two  de- 
cades have  illustrated  ways  that  slaves 
sustained  an  independent  communiry 
through  the  forces  of  family,  religion, 
and  cultural  survivals.  Few,  however, 
have  focused  on  the  powerful  role  that 
an  independent  slave  economy  played 
in  shaping  the  slave  community.  This 
fine  collection  of  essays  documents  how 
slaves  worked  for  themselves  as  well  as 
then  owners. 

Hall,  Jacquelyn  Dowd 

Like  a  Family:  The  Making  of  a 
Southern  Cotton  Mill  World. 
Chapel  Hill,  University  of  North 
Carolina  Press/1987. 
Here  is  labor  history  in  intensely  hu- 
man terms.  I  f  students  of  the  New  South 
want  both  the  dimensions  and  the  feel 
of  life  and  labor  in  the  textile  industry, 
this  book  will  be  immensely  satisfying. 

Lyon,  Danny 

Memories  i  it  the  Southern  Cavil 
Rights  Movement  with  a  foreword 
by  Julian  Bond.  Chapel  Hill,  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina  Press/ 
1992. 

Lyon's  account  of  his  1962-64  stmt  as 
an  activist  and  photographer  for  the 
Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating 
Committee  is  remarkable  on  rwocounts. 
His  photographs  portray  SNCC  per- 
sonalities and  projects  during  the  hey- 
day of  the  Movement,  collectively  cap- 
turing a  sense  of  immense  courage  and 
human  dignity  in  the  face  of  violence. 
His  narrative  expresses  the  experiences 
and  reflections  of  a  northern  white  col- 
legian at  the  center  of  SNCC's  odyssey 
from  a  tightly  knit  interracial  "band  of 
brothers"  to  a  fractious  revolutionary 
organization  choking  on  its  own  suc- 
cess. 


Shaw,  Robert  Gould 

Blue-Eyed  Child  ofFortune:  the 
Civil  War  Letters  of  Colonel  Rob- 
ert Gould  Shaw.  Edited  by  Russell 
Duncan.  Athens,  University  of 
Georgia  Press/1992. 
Duncan  adds  depth  to  the  image  of 
Robert  Gould  Shaw,  known  to  the  pub- 
lic because  of  the  motion  picture  Glory, 
by  updating  a  collection  of  Shaw's  let- 
ters selected,  first  edited,  and  printed 
privately  by  his  mother  in  1864. 

Malone,  Ann  Patton 

Sweet  Chariot:  Slave  Family 
and  Household  Structure  in  Nine- 
teenth-Century Louisiana.  Chapel 
Hill,  University  of  North  Carolina 
Press/ 1992. 

Malone  presents  a  study  of  family  and 
household  composition  among  African 
slaves  in  rural  Louisiana  during  the 
period  1810-1864.  The  author  readily 
admits  there  is  a  growing  body  of  litera- 
ture that  explains  the  characteristics  of 
the  slave  family  during  the  antebellum 
period  but  argues  that  historians  have 
not  provided  detailed  analysis  of  how 
plantation  slaves  were  organized  into 
social  household  units  and  how  these 
structures  were  modified  by  external 
influence  over  an  extended  period. 

REFERENCE 
DEPARTMENT 

The  Cambridge  History  of  the 
English  Language;  editor,  Richard 
M.  Hogg.  New  York;  Cambridge 
University  Press./1992- 
Volume  1,  the  introduction,  presents 
the  English  language  as  it  is  reflected  in 
and  by  the  political,  ecclesiastical,  and 
literary  histories  of  the  period.  Volume 
2  examines  the  Middle  English  period 
from  the  Norman  Conquest  until  the 
introduction  of  printing.  Of  special  in- 
terest are  discussions  about  the  assimi- 
lation of  French  and  the  emergence  of 
a  standard  variety  of  English. 

WOMEN'S  STUDIES- 

Klein,  Abbie  Gordon 

The  Debate  Over  Child  Care, 
1969-1990:  A  Sociohistorical 
Analysis.  Albany,  State  Univer- 
sity of  New  York  Press/1992. 
Klein  analyzes  the  enactment  of  the 
Child  Care  and  Development  Block 
Grant  of  the  Omnibus  Budget  Recon- 
ciliation Act  of  1 990  w  ithin  a  historical 
context.  An  outstanding  contribution 
to  the  literature  on  child  care. 
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MaKk  youn  Calendars  Now 

The  Spring  Meet- 
ing of  the  Friends  of 
the  Library  will  be 
held  on  Friday  the 
29th  of  April,  1994. 

llnge  a  Fmend 
to  he  a  Fmend  For  Lij:e 

Susan  Otis  Thooyson  '52 
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to  Helen  and  Mildned  Edgemon 

who  between  thecn  have  sewed 

Sweer  Briar  College 

pn  a  Toral  op  104  yeans, 

kmnging  patience  and  good  humox  to  meeting 

Tbe  needs  oy  genewnons  op  STudems 

and  faculty. 

long  may  They  ylounshl 
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